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form and colour of a new flower suggest a scent, and
the perception of a human form is accompanied by a
vague representation of vocal utterances. These general
tendencies of association appear to me to be most
potent influences in our dream-life. The many strange
human forms which float before our dream-fancy are
apt to talk, move, -and behave like men and women in
general, however little they resemble their actual pro-
totypes, and however little individual consistency of
character is preserved by each of them. Special con-
ditions determine what they shall say or do; the
general associative disposition accounts for their saying
or doing something,

We thus seem to find in the purely passive pro-
cesses of association some ground for that degree of
natural coherence and rational order which our more
mature dreams commonly possess. These processes go
far to explain, too, that odd mixture of rationality
with improbability, of natural order and incongruity,
which -characterizes our dream-combinations.

Rational Construction in Dreams.

Nevertheless, I quite agree with Herr Volkelt that
association, even in the most extended meaning, cannot
explain all in the shaping of our dream-pictures. The
" phantastical power" which Cud worth talks about
clearly includes .something besides. It is an erroneous
supposition that when we are dreaming there is a com-
plete suspension of the voluntary powers, and conse-
quently an absence of all direction of the intellectual
processes. This supposition, which has been maintained
by numerous writers, from Dugald Stewart downwards,